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Let Our Voices be Heard 

“Nauƞkiḣ’ Uƞpi” 

 As we wrap up the first half of the 2025–2026 school year, I’m excited to share the wonderful 
progress and experiences our students have had in the Music Program. From learning rhythms to 
playing instruments and connecting to culture through Dakota music, each student has contributed 
to a semester full of joy, creativity, and growth. 
 This fall, our students not only worked hard in the classroom but also shined on stage during 
our Annual Holiday Program, and many had the special opportunity to learn directly from Londel 
Seaboy, a respected Dakota culture bearer and musician, during his workshop on Dakota music 
and traditions. 

 Our youngest musicians have been busy building their musical foundation through rhythm, 
movement, and song. They practiced keeping a steady beat using rhythm sticks and body            
percussion, and they began learning to read quarter notes, eighth notes, and rests through fun play-
alongs and visual aids. 
 A major focus this semester was learning and singing songs in the Dakota language, such as 
Wičháȟpi Hé Čistína (Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star) and B-I-N-G-O. Through these songs, students 
not only built musical skills but also connected with their cultural roots. They were excited to take the 
stage during our Holiday Program, performing winter-themed Dakota songs with joyful energy and 
pride! 



Our upper elementary students expanded their music-reading abilities through   

recorder playing, focusing on rhythm, pitch, and breath control. They explored the 

families of instruments, learned to identify sounds, and discussed the role of    

music in different cultures and genres. 

A memorable experience this semester was the Dakota Music Workshop with Mr. 

Londel Seaboy, where students learned about traditional Dakota songs, drums, 

and the deeper meaning behind them. This workshop helped them understand 

how music preserves stories, identity, and connection to community. 

Our middle school students continued to develop their ensemble skills in        

Beginning Band, building on the basics of tone production, intonation, and music 

reading. They started working on Grade 0.5 to Grade 1 band literature, exploring 

exciting repertoire that prepares them for more advanced playing. 

The band performed a fun and crowd-pleasing set during the Holiday Program, 

including well-loved pieces like Jingle Bells, and cheer-style music that       

showcased their progress. It was a proud moment to see them perform with 

confidence and joy after only a few months of playing their instruments!  














