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Dakota Studies 8th Grade  

This lesson is on the Dakota Way of life. In 

class we are making moccasins for hanpa 

apena. We will be learning about the game 

and how to play the game. We have been 

playing hand games and discussing the    

physical, social, spiritual, and mental aspects 

of the games. Each student cut out a top and 

bottom, made the fringe and will be sewing 

them soon.  

7th Grade Social Studies 

Social Studies has been focusing on North     

America. We have been working on capitols, and 

the economics of each state. We have also         

discussed the importance of the Great Lakes and 

how they affect the states that surround them. We 

tied that to our community when we discussed how 

important water in our area. 

For Veterans Day, we had another staff member bring in 

some memorabilia from her family members. Kirwin 

tried on one of the old helmets. 

Dakota Studies Students Making Fringe for Moccasins 



7th Grade Literacy 

In the Third Quarter, we started off our 
unit reading a snippet of ñBall Hawkò by 
Joseph Bruchac. This story is about a    

Native American boy named Mitchell. His 
mother was from Germany and knew little 
about baseball, but his dad was a Native 
American who loved to play. Mitchellôs 
dad was killed when he was just a boy. 
Baseball is the only thing he has left of his 
dad, but Mitchell isnôt very good. His   
Uncle Tommy steps up and tells Mitchell 
about his dad, baseball, and their Native 
American culture. This story helped the 
class answer the essential question of 
ñhow do games impact our lives?ò 

We are getting close to the end of year 
testing that is required by the BIE, as well 
as the NWEA Maps testing we do within 
the school three times a year. These      
students have worked hard all year and I 
expect them to do very well on both       

assessments. 

8th Grade Literacy 

During our Third Quarter, we learned 
about the Holocaust, and specifically 
Anne Frank. The students were apart 
of a Readerôs Theater rendition of 
ñThe Diary of Anne Frank.ò            

Analyzing dialogue and text-to-world 
were the two main focal points of this 
unit. This is the first time the students 
have read a play in a script layout. 

We are getting close to the end of year 
testing that is required by the BIE, as 
well as the NWEA Maps testing that 
we complete three different times  
during the school year. I feel that the 
students will do quite well on both 
tests as we end our year together. 

Layla, Todd, James, Lorelei, Mattison, Wetu, 

Sage, and LaShay are enjoying each otherôs 

company during a class party.  

Darius and Junior are working on the meaning 
behind Native American poetry, and trying to 

predict the author. 
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Taku Uẫkospekte he?  What are We Learning (in Mathematics)?  

7th Grade Mathematics ñ The seventh grade class has completed over 300 

assignments so far this year. They completed a unit on Ratios and Proportions early 

in the year and spent a great deal of time on Algebraic Operations. They feel 

comfortable solving up to two-step equations. They are currently Geometry unit. 

We reviewed all our area formulas and then we worked on the 7th grade concept 

of composite area. We are just beginning our lesson on Scale Drawings which will 

be followed by Volume and Surface Area. For the Scale Factor lesson, the students 

drew a butterfly 27 times larger through a grid system dilation. Towards the end of 

the year, they will have a unit on Statistics and Probability. They will learn about 

random and non-random sampling and making inferences. They will review 

Measures of Center and learn some new ways to approximate the center of data. 

They will learn how to make various types of statistical graphs. Finally, they learn 

about theoretical and experimental probability. The 7th grade is a class that stays 

engaged in learning math and will have had much growth over the school year.  

Taku Uẫkospekte he?  

What are We Learning (in Mathematics)?  

8th Grade Mathematics ñ The eighth grade class has 

completed over 296 assignments so far this year. They 

started the year learning about the Laws of Exponents 

followed by mathematical operations within Scientific 

Notation. Then they learned all about functions and what 

makes a function and not just a relation. The focus of the 

functions unit was on Linear Functions. They reviewed 

proportional relationships from 7th grade and then moved 

to the 8th grade level of Slope-Intercept Equations. They 

spent time describing them and graphing them. They 

transitioned to working with two variable, two equations 

also known as a System of Linear Equations. They learned 

to solve a System of Equations through Graphing, 

Elimination, and through Substitution. Next, they 

transitioned to Geometry. Their first topic was 

Transformations. They learned how Translations are Slides, 

Reflections are Flips, and Rotations are Turns. Then we 

moved to Dilations which makes a figure smaller or larger, 

but retains the shape. From this we will apply algebraic 

concepts to solve angle problems. Then we will tackle the 

Pythagorean Theorem. We will use the concept of 

Pythagorean Theorem to discover the distance in a 

coordinate plane formula. We will end our Geometry unit 

with Volume. At the end of the year will be our Statistics 

Unit. For this they will develop and analyze Scatter Plots 

and Linear Models. We will looking at correlations to 

determine relationships. We will end with looking at 

Frequency Tables. 












