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FACE Family And Child FEducation
ome-Based can’t wait to be able to do in-home visits again! We have still been
oming our visits and trying to make them as mteractive as possible! Throughout
e year, thanks to our striving readers hiteracy grant, I am able to give children’s

ooks to all my famihes each month! Each family has received a total of 28 books so

ar! My famibes love to read! Last month our family circle was virtual over zoom. 1
suppled all the farmhies with supphes to make homemade pasta! We talked about

udgeting and other healthy food options! We are going to finish out the rest of the
school year strong!

Jessica Snaza, FACE parent educator

Cooking




Early Childhood Classroerm

What is happenin’ in FACE center-base preschool? Plants, planting and a
whole lot more!! We’ve started a new curriculum called “Creative Curriculum.”
Right now, we are “building our classroom community.” We’ve been working
on name recoghnition, rules, following our daily schedule, and looking at who
works in our school. Center-base preschool has 9 full time students and we are
busy!

Tosksta-Nita Rae

@ N

Papa, Johnson, and Jaxon are Charlie is doing his classroom
sorting and balancing bugs. job or watering the plants.

B8R\ Justin is sitting for
B a painting by Ezra.

The light table and
magnetic tiles are
a big hit! The
children are
showing their
creativity!




Mrs. Aler’s Kindergarten Clags

It’s been wonderful being back in school again with these amazing students! They
come to school every day eager and ready to learn. It’s hard to believe we will soon be
starting the 4th quarter. Here is our wonderful Kindergarten class celebrating Read
Across America Day!

Taku Unkospekte he? What are we learning?

Literacy: In our Skills Unit, we have been blending sounds to read new words,
practicing high frequency words, and listening for the beginning, middle and ending
sounds in words. The class has also become experts at identifying the important
elements of a complete sentence. These skills have aided the students in becoming
better writers as well.

Our current unit in Core Knowledge is Native Americans. These wonderful stories
have enabled us to develop our skills of sequencing and to identify the characters,
setting, and main idea, too. These amazing stories have introduced them to many
new vocabulary words as well. The students have really enjoyed this unit!

Math: Our Math classes have been so much fun! We completed a unit on solid
shapes and the students enjoyed finding those shapes in our classroom as well as at
home. The students have also continued to develop their addition and subtraction
skills. We have worked together to apply those skills to solve many problems every
day. The class has also enjoyed taking surveys, gathering the information and
graphing the results, too. They have done an amazing job and are learning so much!
Social Studies: Our work in Social Studies has been linked to our Native American
Literacy unit. We learned about a compass rose, environmental directions, maps
and globes. We created our own maps to show special locations in our school and
community as well as the locations of the stories we read. It’s been a very exciting
time in Kindergarten!



Mrs. Thuringer’s First Grade

Taku Unkospekte he?
What Are We Learning?

| am so proud of my class as we reach the final
quarter of first grade. The students are workin
hard and growing every day. This is the time o
the year when | really see :Izeir learning
blossom. Let me fill you in on some of our

classroom happenings:

Immersion Math----- As an immersion math class,

we are practicing our Dakotah language when
we count, conjecture and solve ma?h problems. |
love hearing the students switch back and forth
effortlessly ie‘tween the two languages. Our
math lessons right now have a big focus on
understanding ones and tens as we represent.
compare, add. and subtract. A new component
added to our math lessons is our daily math
journals. Math routines, games. and daily
practice are increasing student confidence and
proficiency.

Literacy--—-The students just completed another
literacy unit this week. Reading, writing and
phonics are all part of our daily literacy
activities. Guided reading is a favorite part of
our learning day now that covid restrictions
have eased and we have reinstated our smaill
groups.

P&&nﬂ%m Our current domain has us
earning about animals and their habitats. So

far. we have explored the Arctic Tundra and

the Sonoran Desert habitats. We are having o

lot of fun with this domain as we learn about animals and plants and add
to our interactive notebooks. We are finding many opportunities to practice
our Dakotah vocabulary as we talk about animals and landforms.
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Dakota Yawapi: in Dakota
literacy, the transition from online to in
person has been tough for them, but we’ve
been managing by doing Fortnite brain break
dances. We’ve been relearning our animals
and talking about what they eat by using the
verb yuta-to eat something. Students have
been able to distinguish the difference
between yuta and wota. We use Kahoot to
reinforce our vocabulary. It’s a fun way for
them to compete against each other. We’ve
also been working on our question words and
making posters for them.

Dakota Wayawapi: in immersion

Math, we’ve been working on money and
two-digit addition. We’ve also been
reviewing place value using visuals such as
group of tens and ones. This has really helped
with their understanding of place value and
improved their ability to do two-digit addition
quickly.

Literacy: Currently in literacy, we’ve

been working on the Bossy R and words
with long vowel sounds. We’re doing small
groups daily to practice their reading skills.
Their literacy growth from the beginning of
the year to now is phenomenal. I’m really
proud of their growth.
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Mitakuyapi.

We want to inform our ESDS families of approved
changes to our Still Safe 21-22 plan. Face coverings are
optional for staff and students. Please notify Carolyn if
you would like to have your child on the mask required
list. We are keeping the barriers in the commons. We
are still screening staff and students for symptoms
(including temp checks). Symptomatic staff and
students are still asked to stay home and can request a
test. Staff are still asked to screen students in their
classrooms for symptoms. We are still testing groups of
students prior to overnight field trips. We are still
consistently disinfecting common surfaces. We are still
hand washing and hand sanitizing. We are still using
our assigned seating plans for busses. We want an
environment where it feels comfortable to wear masks or
not. Mitakuye owasin.

-Dr. Nadine Eastman (ESDS Superintendent)



	Mrs. Aker’s Kindergarten Class

