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In this issue:   
Hear Our Voice! 

Ms. schuMacher’s 2nd  Grade Class  

Literacy-In literacy we are working through our 2nd unit. Throughout this 

unit students are continuing to learn more about tricky spelling words, 

decoding words, and reading comprehension. This unit also introduces 

narrative writing. Students will be practicing planning, drafting, and editing 

their writing. We are currently working with using quotation marks in writing. 

We are also learning about the features of narrative writing: character(s), 

setting, and plot. Before distant learning began, our class was continuing to 

work on our spelling lists. We have been getting better at studying words 

effectively, so everyone is spelling more words correctly on their tests! 

Math-In Math we have been working with 3-digit numbers, and 3-digit 

addition and subtraction problems. After we are finished with these topics, we 

are going to begin working with adding and subtracting several 2-digit 

numbers. We are getting more comfortable with regrouping while we are 

solving problems.  Our class has also starting working on our fact fluency 

using an app called Reflex. Reflex helps students master their math facts 

using engaging games and rewards. Becoming fluent with math facts will help 

us be more successful as we move forward with our math curriculum. 

Writing-2nd Grade students have been continuing to write morning journal 

entries every day during our Zoom morning meetings. We are working on 
adding more details to our writing so we can expand more on the answers to 
the prompts. We are also working on being more diligent with writing complete 
sentences, using uppercase letters correctly, and using correct punctuation. 

 



 

 

I am so proud of how smoothly my students transitioned into remote 
learning for third quarter. We have had very few technology issues, and I 
expect for that continue.  These students are dedicated to attending their 
Zooms and being attentive learners.  I really am truly very proud of them.   
 
Literacy:  We continue to work on reading and spelling tricky words, 
letter sounds, basic decoding skills and reading comprehension.  The current 
unit is called: “Kids Excel.”  It has stories about kids who excel in a variety of 
things from academics to team and individual sports.  I am trying to instill 
in them that we all have things that we are excel at, and we should be sure 
to work on strengthening those skills so that we can be the best that we can 
be. In this unit we are also learning about synonyms and antonyms, 
common and proper nouns, singular and plural nouns and verbs.  At the 
end of the unit we will be working more with our writing skills and using 
the templates that we worked with on the last unit.   
  Math: Before winter break we finished up our unit on three-digit addition and 

subtraction.  The students did very well with this, but we will continue to practice 
throughout the school year to strengthen this concept and make it easier for students 
to transition with larger numbers in the future.  With remote learning, I decided to 
start with basic geometry since it seemed to be an area that needed just a quick 
refresher for them.  They did an amazing job with that unit, and now we are off and 
running with money review.  This week we have been working with basic money 
counting and next week they will solve word problems involving money.  After our 
money unit we will move onto working with data, tables and graphs.   
 
Science:  We started science with learning about properties of matter.  The students 
were excited to get moving with science lessons.  They seemed to be able to 
distinguish between solids, liquids and gases.  I am eager to get them back in the 
classroom, so that we can expand more and learn about how we can change the 
properties of matter.   
 

Writing: In writing we continue to work on 
capitalization, punctuation and writing complete 
sentences.  We have learned a few proofreader’s marks 
and can fix basic errors in spelling, capitalization and 
punctuation in simple sentences.  During the last unit they 
learned about the writing process of planning, drafting, 
and editing within narrative writing. The process of 
planning was done on a graphic organizer; then they used 
what they wrote on the graphic organizer to draft 
paragraphs.  Then they edited their writing using a 
checklist for punctuation, capitalization, spelling and 
inclusion of characters, setting and plot.  Lastly, I edited 
for them, and they rewrote the final draft. 

https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/launch/chapter/ie-nc/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Remote Learning has begun and the 

students have shown good attendance. 

Mr. Ziegler is currently teaching while I’m 

on maternity leave with my new little 

bundle of joy, Weyland.   

Math – Students are starting to work on 

understanding what a fraction is, fractions 

on a number line, and equivalent 

fractions.  

Literacy & Social Studies – 3rd graders 

have begun a Unit on The Viking Age.  

They will be reading many Norse myths. 
  

 
Enjoying a movie and 

popcorn at the movie 

theater. 
  

 
Contact us! 

 
Teacher- 

Beth Byer- bbyer@esds.us 
 

Maternity Teacher- 
Cheyenne Ziegler-cziegler@esds.us 



 

Mrs. Busche’s 3rd Grade 
January 2022 

Working from home, but still working 
hard! Third grade has done an 

amazing job transitioning back to 
distance learning. Their commitment 

has really been impressive.  
 

Aycen and JaCobi bundling up 
to keep warm in the winter 
weather. 

Math: As we move into the second half of the year, 
our focus is shifting to fractions and geometry. We 
are, however, still practicing our multiplication and 

division fluency and continue to make gains. 

Literacy: We are learning to enjoy reading! As we finish up a reading unit on 
the Vikings, we look forward to our next unit on Astronomy. Alongside our 
readings, we continue to focus on specific skills to help our vocabulary and 
comprehension. Various common suffixes, adverbs, and conjunctions have 

been just a few of the recent skills we have focused in on. 
 

Bailey (left) and Sofia 
(right) chillin’ on a warm 
January day.   
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