
Wednes- day, 

In this issue: Ho Naunḣ’unpi! 
Hear Our Voice! 

 

Happy Fall Ya’ll!   Yes it is officially sweater weather! 

  

October was a very busy month for me. I was able to attend 
the Parents As Teachers Conference in Baltimore Maryland, 
where I learned more about brain development, emotions, 
emotional intelligence, nurturing skills that will help shape 
children, and advocating for Home visiting programs. I 
gained more knowledge on how important it is for home vis-
iting program to help families in Native American communi-
ties. 

The reason I LOVE the FACE program is I get to connect with so many wonderful families and children, and 
build that relationship to not only be an educational resource, but consistent support. We have also been 
working on finishing up ASQ- Ages and stages Questioners. This helps both that Parents and myself see 
where the child is at in his/her development. Thus, making it easier for me to bring in certain activities 
around their development.  Jessica Snaza, Home-Based Educator 



Adult Education “Working Hard on Regalia!”  

Coordinator Corner 

 

Am I allowed to tell you that fall is not my favorite time of year?  
Well, it isn’t… probably because it is the forecaster of Waniyetu 
and the coming bitter winter weather.  But then I see the beautiful 
foliage as plants get ready to sleep until spring, and I enjoy the 
cool, crisp days and light jackets.  The children get so excited to 
wear Halloween costumes that they almost have them worn out 
before the day arrives.  All the laughter, jokes and trying to spook 
friends lends a feeling of togetherness as we share gifts of sweets 
and snacks.     Ms. Mary Beth 



FACE Adult Education 
 

It's hard to believe that we are in early November already! 
FACE Adults have been keeping busy and have had great 

attendance since school started. Adults are practicing the 

art of candle making with a fundraiser in mind for the Holi-
days. Some are working hard on regalia. We have even had 
2 generations working on a regalia piece for a third genera-
tion.  

FACE is all about family.  

Parents/caregivers are enjoying PACT time in the Preschool 
with their little ones. Learning together is the best! 

Kari Ewalt  

October was such a fun month! So much learning 
going on inside and outside. Our domain for the 
month was Families and Community and boy did 
we explore both.  We know “family” is made up 
of the people who love and care for us. We can 
name the members in our families. We also 
looked at the different types of homes in which 
families live. We even made different types of 
houses from different materials. Of course it 
wouldn’t be October without a trip to the pump-
kin patch, pumpkin carving AND “Trick or 
Treating!”  We look forward to November be-
cause of…….Zizica and all kinds of other wamnica. 
  Toksta-Nita Rae and JurNee 



                   Taku Unkospekte he?           What Are We Learning?                   
 Literacy---In Literacy this month, the kindergarten class completed the Nursery Rhymes and Fables 

unit.  The students have now begun a unit on the Five Senses.  Some of the skills the class has been working 
on are identifying words that rhyme, sequencing a story, identifying letters and their sounds, and using 
punctuation marks. 
 Math—Our Dakota Immersion Math class has focused on identifying numbers 0-20.  We have also 
learned to identify shapes and tell the number of sides and corners of a circle (hmiyaya), square (obdetun), 
rectangle (obdetun hanska) and triangle (ois’e yamni).   
 Social Studies—In Social Studies, we have continued our focus on the Citizenship Standards and the 
Dakota values.  We have learned more about being a good citizen in school as well as out in the community.   
 Science—The Kindergarten class finished the unit that covered the Physical Science standards.  We 
were able to explore the concepts of matter, motion, energy and sound.  Our next unit will cover           
Technology in Science. 

Kindergarten                Mrs. Aker’s Class 



Mrs. Thuringer’s First Grade 
We have an amazing classroom of caring and kind stu-

dents!  The First Graders look out for each other, they include 
each other, they miss each other when one is absent, and they 
wish each other well.  Not only that, they come to school each day 
eager and ready to learn. Let me fill you in on some of our class-
room happenings: 

 
Literacy:     In our skills unit we are decoding words, iden-

tifying consonant digraphs and vowel teams, learning tricky 
words, writing sentences with proper capitalization and punctua-
tion, practicing high frequency words, and reading, reading, read-
ing!  These students are learning the skills that are transforming 
them into readers and writers!  

We are all enjoying our current Core Knowledge unit of 
Native American Legends. These legends are read aloud and give 
us exposure to wonderful stories that are beautifully written and 
illustrated. We are digging deep and looking at features and char-
acteristics of these stories and their characters and building 
background knowledge and vocabulary.  The students have inter-
acted with these stories through comprehension activities, paint-
ing, drawing, and writing. 

Our first graders are writers too!  We are working on writ-
ing small moments from our lives. Our classroom writing center 
is open for business and our authors have written and illustrated 
many pieces.  It is fun to see the students put their newly learned 
spelling patterns into their words and stories.   

The First Graders are making gains in their literacy skills!   
 
Immersion Math:     Math is great, math is fun, we love to 

get our math work done!  We love math in first grade!  Our math 
routines are strengthening math and Dakotah language skills dai-
ly in multiple ways through calendar activities, counting the 
school days, patterns, clocks, and more.  Our current math unit 
has a big focus on finding missing parts of numbers up to 10.  The 
first graders are becoming experts at number bonds and writing 
addition and subtraction sentences as they build understanding of 
the number parts.  

 
Social Studies:     Our Native American Legends unit has 

bridged us to social studies and learning about maps and direc-
tions. We are just getting ready to learn about and create our own 
Canhedska. 



We are off and running into 2nd quarter in Mrs. Kruger’s 

Second Grade Classroom.  The students continue to fol-

low COVID19 safety routines as well as regular classroom 

routines and procedures to keep our classroom a safe 

place.  We had an awesome time with our Halloween 

festivities.  We did a variety of activities including creating 

scratch art masks and foam craft magnets.  Earlier in the 

month they also did an amazing job of participating in the 

dress up days for homecoming!  Our class won the Class 

Tracks Card Oc-

tober Challenge 

and earned a 

pizza party for our efforts!  I am so proud of how hard they worked to earn this!   

Literacy:  We continue to work on reading and spelling tricky words, letter sounds, basic 

decoding skills and reading comprehension.  This unit also focuses on writing narratives.  

The students have been very nervous about writing, but since we work together to cre-

ate our first one, which is a personal narrative based on one of the stories we have been 

reading about, and it includes all of the important steps of the writing process, they seem 

to be loosening up a bit and might even be excited about doing a little bit of writing of 

their own.  We are also learning about synonyms and antonyms in this unit.   

Math: We have really buckled down in math and are now able to solve two-digit addition 

and subtraction problems with and without regrouping.  They seem to actually enjoy 

solving these problems and are looking forward to getting into three-digit addition and 

subtraction in the next couple of weeks.  We will also spend some time solving one step word problems with two-digit and three-

digit numbers.   

Social Studies: In social studies we have been working hard on learning about how to read maps as well as identify the continents, 

oceans, lines of latitude and longitude and how to use a compass rose.  In the next couple of weeks we will finish up learning 

about landforms and by creating a couple of maps of our own.   

Writing: In writing we continue to work on capitalization, punctuation and 

writing complete sentences with subjects and predicates.  We are also learning 

about proofreader’s marks and can fix basic errors in spelling, capitalization 

and punctuation in simple sentences. The writing process of planning, drafting, 

and editing is a large part of what they are learning about in their narrative 

writing.  The process of planning  is done on a graphic organizer; then they use 

what they wrote on the graphic organizer to draft paragraphs.  Next, they edit 

their writing using a checklist for punctuation, capitalization, spelling and inclu-

sion of characters, setting and plot.  Lastly, I edit for them, and they rewrite 

the final draft.   
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 Miss Byer  Grade 3 

 

Math – Students are     contin-

uing to work on       mastering their multiplication 

facts. We are currently working on multiplying by 

7.  Third grade has always been working on  using 

place value to round and  addition and       sub-

traction with regrouping. 

Literacy & Social Studies – 3rd graders have be-

gan learning  and reading about the  Ancient Ro-

man Civilizations and legends of Rome.  

 

 

 

Teacher:  

Beth Byer: bbyer@esds.us 

Classroom Para educator:  

Fred Weiger: fweiger@esds.us  

 

 

Contact us! 

3rd Grade had a great time 

trick or treating on Hallow-

een! 
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